COMMUNITY UPDATE
Prepared by City Manager David Kelley
May 10, 2019
City Manager’s Office
City of Cloverdale and Sonoma County Ag + Open Space Pleased to
Announce Official Opening of Porterfield Creek Trails Open Space
Preserve : Porterfield Creek Trails Open Space Preserve is a 250-acre property
nestled in the hillsides west of downtown Cloverdale that offers a new
trailhead and newly reconfigured trail system providing different options for
hiking and biking, photography, wildflower viewing while protecting the
natural habitat of the Porterfield Creek watershed.

The official public opening will be held this Saturday, May 11, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at
the Preserve Trailhead located at the west end of Skyview Drive in Cloverdale. Mayor Bagby and
Supervisor Parks Staff made final touches to Porterfield Creek Open Space over the last week in
preparation for the official opening including vegetation management, weed abatement, mowing, and
manual weeding at the Trailhead. Special thanks to the former elected officials, open space advocates,
community volunteers, as well as current and former City Staff l who contributed to the extensive
improvements made to this project.
Sonoma Clean Power’s Issues Press-Release Announcing the
Cumulative Results of their Drive EV Program: In an effort to reduce
local greenhouse gas emissions, SCP incentivized 1,258 electric vehicles
for its customers over the last three years. During each iteration of the
Drive EV program, SCP customers were eligible to receive a combination
of incentives, dealer discounts, and manufacturer discounts of up to
$13,000 towards the purchase or lease of an electric vehicle or plugin
hybrid. A copy of SCP’s Press Release is attached.

A Mental Health Month Message from the Healthcare Foundation
of Northern Sonoma County: May is Mental Health Awareness Month.
The Healthcare Foundation would like to take this opportunity to
celebrate the progress made in supporting this critical area. Much of
their effort has focused on the Wildfire Mental Health
Collaborative, which was created in response to the Sonoma County Firestorm of 2017 and brought
together local mental health professionals and national disaster response experts to address mental
health recovery and provide free resources for our region. Sonoma County residents have been provided
innovative recovery and resiliency-building services, including free trauma-informed training for mental
health professionals, free counseling and yoga, the website www.mysonomastrong.com, and the mobile
app Sonoma Rises.

Finance and Administration

City Finance Department Completes Preparation of Draft Budget for Fiscal Year 2019-20: The City
Council is holding a Special meeting on Tuesday, May 14th to review the City of Cloverdale Draft Budget
for Fiscal Year 2019-2020. A copy of the Draft FY 2019-20 budget is attached to the agenda packet for
the Budget Workshop at the City Council’s Special Meeting. The Budget Workshop is an Open Meeting and
members of the public are welcome and encouraged to attend the budget workshop to learn more about
the City’s budget.
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Community Development
Planning Commission Held Regularly Scheduled Meeting on Tuesday, May &: The Planning
Commission had a busy meeting this week. On the agenda was the following items:

1. Conditional Use Permit for a new preschool and day
care center at 530 N. Cloverdale Boulevard;
2. Design Review Modification for a 3-story mixed use
building at 119 S. Cloverdale Boulevard; and
3. Review of an Amendment to the City’s Cloverdale’s
Cannabis regulations.

The Commission approved the Conditional Use Permit
as well as the Design Review Modification, and
recommended approval to the City Council of the amendment to the cannabis regulations.

Planning Commissioner Update: Commissioner Bob Bialon submitted his resignation letter effective
after the May 7th Planning Commission meeting. We’d like to thank Bob for his two years of service, and
insightful comments during many Planning Commission meetings. Staff will begin work on the
recruitment process to fill the open position soon.

Short- Term Rental Seminar: Associate Planner Rafael Miranda will attend a seminar presented by
Smart City Policy Group entitled “Short-Term Rental Solution” on May 10th in Sonoma, see attached flyer.
According to their website, “Smart City Policy Group works closely with both corporate and community
leaders to collaborate on the development and implementation of regulatory rules, compliance strategies,
and tax and fee systems that deliver the broadest benefit to all stakeholders”. The seminar focuses on
compliance tools, changing traveler demands for short-term rentals and policy examples. Planning staff
looks forward to learning more about current strategies for addressing short-term rentals.

Police

Cloverdale Police Department Participate in Chamber of Commerce Spring Event: Attached below
are the cast of special characters that participated with the Cloverdale Police Department in the
Chamber’s Spring Event. Sergeant Parker looks to have the Empire under his Command!
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Public Works & Engineering
Library Building Affected by Failure of Air Conditioning Unit: City staff were informed by the
Cloverdale Library maintenance contractor that the heat exchanger unit on the Air Conditioning (AC) unit
at the Cloverdale Library has failed requiring full replacement. At this time, City staff is coordinating
replacement of the heat exchanger with the Library’s maintenance contractor (ABM). ABM provided a
quote in the amount of $8,000 to replace the heat exchanger. City staff will consider options to address
the building’s cooling requirements including whether full replacement of the AC unit is needed in order
to get the AC system back on-line as quickly as possible.

Wastewater Monthly Flow Update: Staff at the Water Treatment Plant continuously monitor inflow at
the Plant. Total flow received and treated at the wastewater plant for the month of April totaled 24.9
Million Gallons.
Water Treatment Plant Staff Conduct Weekly Maintenance on Cloverdale’s Extensive Collection
System: Along with daily/weekly/monthly work scheduled items the wastewater personnel conduct
weekly activities to clean/maintain the cities collection mains/system. This week, sewer main
cleaning/maintenance took place on the following streets:
1. Jefferson;
2. Haehl;
3. Shahan;
4. Grace Court;
5. W. 4th-School;
6. Hillside; and
7. Silva.

Parks & Recreation

Parks Staff Remove Tree Obstruction to Support FAA Certification of
PAPI Light Project: Parks staff removed a tree near Cloverdale Airport ‘s
runway obstructing the flight path. Prior to its removal, City Arborist Hector
Galvan completed a tree assessment and determined that due to the poor
health and severe maturity of the tree, removal of the tree was
recommended. The tree was a Cottonwood (populous Deltoids) which is a
large shade trees that grow naturally throughout the United States. They are
recognized by their broad, white trunks and bright green foliage in summer
that changes to yellow in the fall. The estimated age of the tree was 20 to 30
years, According to Hector, the tree has a long crack along the trunk, cavities
on the trunk and all the large scaffolding limbs, a lot of dead branches, with
yellowing and thinning in the upper crown. Hector also found some
evidence of a twig beetle under the bark, which can cause fungal associate
diseases. Approval from AVR property contact was received prior to its
removal. Removal of the tree will enable the FAA to conduct a flyover for a
certification review of the newly installed PAPI lights.
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Park Maintenance Rolls On: Park maintenance projects occupied the majority of Parks staff time this
week. In addition to preparing for the Open Space event at Porterfield Creek Open Space, Park staff
performed tree pruning and organic herbicide application was performed as well weed abatement and
mowing at Sunrise Hills Trail Zone 7, Two blocks length of hedging was done. There was a clogged culvert
that was also taken care of. High school student volunteers worked at the 2nd St City Park and Vintage
Meadows spreading mulch beneath play equipment. Finally, Parks Staff responded to a service requests
relating to trees on public/private property.
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Media Contact:
Amy Ricard
amy.ricard@sonoma-county.org
707/565.7261

Porterfield Creek Trails Open Space Preserve Opens to the Public
Celebration to include guided hikes, remarks by City officials
SANTA ROSA, CA (May 9, 2019) – The City of Cloverdale (City) and Sonoma County Ag + Open Space are pleased
to announce the official opening of Porterfield Creek Trails Open Space Preserve (Preserve) – a 250-acre property
nestled in the hillsides west of downtown Cloverdale. As the scenic backdrop to city, the Preserve offers a new
staging area and a newly reconfigured trail system that provides different options for hiking and biking while
protecting the natural resources. The official public opening will be this Saturday, May 11, 2019 from 10:00 a.m.
to 12:00 p.m. at the Preserve, located at the west end of Skyview Drive in Cloverdale (more event details below).
“We’re thrilled that with the help of Ag + Open Space, the Porterfield Creek Trails Open Space Preserve is
permanently protected as open space, which will be a benefit to Cloverdale for generations to come,” stated
Mayor Bagby. “The property will frame the northwest side of Cloverdale and be a key component of the City’s
park and trail system.”
Sonoma County Ag + Open Space purchased the property for $7.78 million in 2007 and transferred ownership to
the City in 2011. Over the last several years, Ag + Open Space has sponsored guided outings on the Preserve and
residents have been using it informally while the City completed a management plan. After completing the
management plan, the City partnered with the Sonoma County Trails Council to design and construct the new
trails, including three bridges, as well as to decommission informal trails and restore habitat. In addition to
purchasing the property, Ag + Open Space contributed $313,250 toward the trail and staging area improvements.
This hidden gem provides a host of benefits to both our human and natural communities. Porterfield Creek runs
year-round and its cold, clear water provides excellent habitat for the Foothill Yellow-legged Frog, a species of
special concern. The Creekside trail, which runs right along Porterfield Creek, offers a cool, shaded respite on a
hot day, and serpentine soils at the highest points of the property provide an opportunity to see rare plants.
“This is one of those win-win-win types of projects,” said Supervisor James Gore, who sits on the Ag + Open Space
Board of Directors and whose district includes the Preserve. “Our tax dollars have not only created a beautiful
park for the residents of Cloverdale, but we’ve also protected habitat for sensitive species, kept the land in its
natural state so the trees and grasses can sequester carbon, and we’ve made sure that development stays closer
to the urban center.”

EVENT DETAILS
Saturday, May 11, 2019
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Porterfield Creek Trails Open Space Preserve
West end of Skyview Drive
Cloverdale, CA 95425

10:00 a.m. – Coffee, tea and pastries
10:30 a.m. – Remarks by Mayor Bagby, City Manager Kelley and other significant project participants
11:00 a.m. – Guided hikes of varying lengths
About Sonoma County Ag + Open Space
Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District (Ag + Open Space) is a special district that
permanently protects the diverse agricultural, natural resource and scenic open space lands of Sonoma County for
future generations. Funded by a quarter-cent sales tax approved by voters in 1990 and reauthorized in 2006, the
district has protected over 117,000 acres to date, and will continue to steward these and future protected lands
forever. For more information, visit www.sonomaopenspace.org.
About the City of Cloverdale
Located in Northern Sonoma County, the City of Cloverdale is situated in the picturesque Alexander Valley wine
region of Sonoma County. Cloverdale is evolving as a smart growth city with small town charm. The Open Space
property is a mosaic of upland oak forest, mixed evergreen forest, grasslands, chaparral, and some seasonal
wetland that is representative of the coastal range that traversers western side of Cloverdale. The south branch of
Porterfield Creek, a year-round stream, traverses the site and provides spawning habitat for the federally-listed
threatened Central California Coast steelhead.
###

From: Claudia Sisomphou
Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2019 4:49 PM
To: Claudia Sisomphou
Subject: How Sonoma Clean Power Helped Hundreds of People Make the Switch to EVs

Good afternoon,
Below is Sonoma Clean Power’s newest press release announcing the cumulative results of our Drive EV
program. I’ve also attached photos of some of our customers that took advantage of our EV incentives.
Please feel free to reach out to Kate Kelly or I if you have any questions.
Thank you for your time,
Claudia Sisomphou | Sonoma Clean Power
Communications Coordinator
Business Office: (707) 8908495
Customer Service: 1 (855) 2022139
sonomacleanpower.org
Find us on social media: Facebook | Twitter | Linkedin
SCPA is committed to protecting customer privacy. This electronic message transmission (email) contains information from SCPA that may be
confidential or privileged. The information is intended to be solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom this email is addressed. If you
are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this information is prohibited. If
you have received this email in error, please immediately notify us by telephone (18552022139) or by electronic mail (sender’s email), and
confirm that you have deleted the email and any copies. Learn more at https://sonomacleanpower.org/customerconfidentiality.

May 8, 2019

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Kate Kelly, Director of Public Relations/Sonoma Clean Power
kkelly@sonomacleanpower.org | 707.978.3468

In 3 Years, Sonoma Clean Power Incentivized Over 1,250 Electric
Vehicles
EV Program Proved to be a Successful Venture for California CCA
(SANTA ROSA, CA) – Sonoma Clean Power (SCP), the public electricity provider for Sonoma and
Mendocino Counties, recently announced the results of its electric vehicle (EV) incentive
program.
In an effort to reduce local greenhouse gas emissions, SCP incentivized 1,258 electric vehicles
for its customers over the last three years.

During each iteration of the Drive EV program, SCP customers were eligible to receive a
combination of incentives, dealer discounts, and manufacturer discounts of up to $13,000
towards the purchase or lease of an electric vehicle or plugin hybrid.
While SCP’s primary role is to provide electricity and accelerate California’s transition to
renewable energy, the agency’s Mission widens its responsibility to addressing the climate crisis
as a whole.
Transportation is the leading source of communitywide emissions, not only in SCP’s service
territory but in many cities and counties throughout the world.
“In Sonoma County alone, the transportation sector makes up 60% of emissions countywide.
EVs are a great first step in reducing transportationrelated emissions,” said Nelson Lomeli, the
Programs Manager of SCP’s Drive EV program.
Replacing a gaspowered vehicle with an electric vehicle, and charging it with cleaner electricity,
is one of the most significant measures an individual can take to reduce their carbon footprint.
For example, by charging an EV with SCP’s 100% renewable, locally sourced EverGreen service,
an individual can reduce their emissions by up to 98%.
Over the years, SCP saw a significant increase in the number of vehicles that were purchased
with the program versus leased. In 2016, only 14% of the incentives went towards purchasing
vehicles. However, in this last year, 53% of the incentives were used to purchase vehicles.
This trend supports the car industry’s prediction that more people will commit to making the
switch to an electric vehicle as the technology, range, and batteries continue to improve.
After 3 successful years of the Drive EV program, SCP has chosen to direct its focus and funds to
improving the network of public and workplace charging infrastructure in Sonoma and
Mendocino Counties. The agency believes that this effort is crucial if the region hopes to see a
widespread adoption of electric vehicles.
“With the success of Drive EV, we have achieved our goal of market transformation. With all
these new EVs on the road, we now want to shift focus on expanding charging infrastructure,
which will lead to more EV adoption,” said Cordel Stillman, SCP’s Director of Programs.
SCP continues to explore innovative ideas and programs that allow its customers to reduce
their emissions, with both convenience and financial benefits being key to participation.
One of the agency’s notable endeavors for 2019 will be the opening of an Advanced Energy
Center in downtown Santa Rosa where the public will be able to test and purchase energy
efficient technology for their homes. Adoption of these technologies will be supported by
incentives from manufacturers, SCP, and a grant from the California Energy Commission.
Other SCP programs include efforts to promote building electrification, solar battery storage for
commercial businesses, energy and water conservation, and demandresponse.

To view the results of the 2018 Drive EV program, visit DriveEV.org for an interactive
dashboard.

About Sonoma Clean Power
Sonoma Clean Power is proud to serve the counties of Sonoma and Mendocino, as a self
funded, public electricity provider. Climate change affects everyone, so our programs are
designed for everyone. SCP’s services are practical, affordable and inclusive, inviting everyone
to be part of the transition toward a clean energy future. To learn more, visit
sonomacleanpower.org or call 1 (855) 2022139.
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