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Agenda Item Title
Consider a resolution of the City Council of the City of Cloverdale reaffirming its intent to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions as part of a coordinated effort through the Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection
Authority and to adopt local implementation measures as identified in Climate Action 2020.
Background
The Regional Climate Protection Authority (RCPA), was formed in 2009 to coordinate countywide climate
protection efforts among Sonoma County’s nine cities and the County of Sonoma. The goal of the RCPA is to
collaborate with local agencies on setting goals, pooling resources, and formalizing partnerships to create
local solutions to complement State, Federal, and private sector actions to reduce emissions of greenhouse
gas (GHG).
The RCPA collaborated with a countywide Staff Working Group (SWG) under the direction of the RCPA Board
of Directors to develop a document entitled, Climate Action 2020 Plan: A Regional Program for Sonoma
County Communities (CA 2020). CA 2020 builds on prior commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
through a community-wide climate action plan for all communities in Sonoma County. The regional
framework creates an efficient and consistent approach to address climate change but allows local
governments like the City of Cloverdale to adopt locally appropriate measures to reduce GHG emissions.
The RCPA developed CA2020 over the course of several years, with input from all local city councils, the
Board of Supervisors, local government staff, expert consultants, community sustainability leaders, and
hundreds of members of the public. The planning process was funded in part by a grant from the Strategic
Growth Council that has supported City of Cloverdale staff time, RCPA staff time for regional project
management and technical consulting resources. CA2020 provides a comprehensive framework for
coordinated action on climate change including updated, long-term greenhouse gas reduction targets, broad
policy goals to guide work to reduce GHGs and prepare for local climate impacts, and reduction measures
customized to each RCPA Member Jurisdiction including the City of Cloverdale.
Summary
The purpose of the Climate Action 2020 Plan is to develop a community wide climate action plan for all of
Sonoma County to comply with State expectations (Global Warming Solutions Act - AB32), achieve our locally
adopted goals, take the next step towards a long-term low carbon future, and provide for new development
that is consistent with climate goals. The Plan proposed that each local government contribute towards a
countywide greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction target of 25% below 1990 levels by 2020. The long term GHG
reduction goal is 80% below 1990 levels by 2050. For 2020, this is achieved through regional and State
programs along with local projects.
A programmatic Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was prepared to assess the potential adverse
environmental impacts of implementing the GHG reduction measures in the plan. The EIR developed along
with the Plan was intended as a tool to ensure that GHG reduction measure do not create adverse
environmental impacts such as habitat loss or noise, and to make future implementation of those measures
easier for local government and by private project developers. The CA2020 Plan was adopted by the RCPA
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Board in July, and the associated EIR was certified via RCPA Resolution Number 2016-002. California River
Watch filed a challenge to the RCPA’s adoption of the plan on the grounds of the adequacy of the EIR on
several aspects including greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory methodology, measure certainty, range of
alternatives, and adequacy of reply comments during the EIR process. The Judgement issued by the trial
court agreed with the petitioner on multiple counts, and required that the RCPA Board rescind the resolution
certifying the EIR for CA2020. On November 13, 2017, the RCPA Board adopted Resolution No 2017-002 to
decertify the EIR associated with CA2020. The RCPA Board decertification of the EIR prevents the use of the
Programmatic EIR in subsequent CEQA analysis for the purposes of the implementation of the CA2020
measures or for the analysis of GHG emissions. The RCPA Board’s action also renders the CA2020 Plan useful
as an advisory document only, but does not prevent the implementation of the measures in the plan.
According to RCPA staff, CA2020, while no longer enforceable as a CEQA tool, can still serve as an advisory
resource for the RCPA’s work to coordinate countywide climate protection efforts. The concepts contained in
the plan are intended to advance smart land use, resource efficiency, carbon free electricity, fuel switching,
and are aligned with the climate action strategies articulated in the State Scoping Plan established to achieve
the goals of AB 32 and SB 32. To create more clear direction for RCPA staff on an ongoing basis, the RCPA
Board adopted Resolution No. 2017-003, officially updating GHG reduction targets and policy goals to reduce
GHGs and prepare for local climate impacts. The intent of the resolution is to achieve the same policy
impetus behind climate action as would have the CA2020 Plan, but without the CEQA elements challenged by
California River Watch. The resolution adopted by the RCPA Board also supported sharing a model resolution
with each member jurisdiction, as a tool to codify updated commitments to the countywide collaboration on
climate action, to update long term policy goals, and to consider pursuing the implementation of measures
each jurisdiction had previously identified as good local opportunities. A resolution (Attachment 1) was
drafted for the City of Cloverdale based on the model resolution adopted by the RCPA Board that includes
broad policy goals intended to advance the GHG reduction measures included in CA2020.
Taking policy action at a city and county level through adopted of the attached resolution is intended to help
create countywide consistency and clear guidance for RCPA and City of Cloverdale staff about coordinated
implementation of the GHG reduction measures. Even without a valid EIR, RCPA’s member agencies like the
City of Cloverdale can still implement the measures in the plan if they either conduct CEQA review on the
individual measures or find that the measures are exempt. Also, California River Watch has agreed to provide
a signed letter on letterhead stating that it will not challenge the implementation of the measures.
In conclusion, if adopted, the attached resolution could provide some of the comprehensive policy
framework that had been proposed in Climate Action 2020.

Options
1)

2)
3)

Adopt resolution of the City Council of the City of Cloverdale reaffirming its intent to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions as part of a coordinated effort through the Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection
Authority and to adopt local Implementation measures as identified in Climate Action 2020;
Direct staff to make amendments to the resolution; or
Deny the resolution.

Budget/Financial Impact
While local participation in Climate Action 2020 process required staff time to assist in preparation and
review of the plan, staff costs were fully reimbursed by RCPA.

Subcommittee Recommendation
RCPA’s Model Resolution was reviewed by the Planning & Community Development Subcommittee on
December 19, 2017 and was recommended for approval by the City Council.
Recommended Council Action
The Assistant City Manager recommends that the City Council adopt a resolution of the City Council of the
City of Cloverdale reaffirming its intent to reduce greenhouse gas emissions as part of a coordinated effort
through the Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority and to adopt local Implementation
measures as identified in Climate Action 2020.
Attachments:
1) Resolution No. 001-2018

cc:

